4 February
A new play at tite old Vic
At the Old Vic a play called St. Helena, by R. C. Sherriff
and Jeanne de Casalis, was produced, dealing with the last
days of Napoleon Bonaparte.
A play about qttkkn victoria
Mr. Laurence Housman's chronicle play of Queen Victoria's
life called Victoria Regina is now being played in New York
with great success.
communists in china: a prtsonhr rklkased
Mr. A. Hayman, a New Zealand missionary belonging to
the China Inland Mission, who was released last November
after 413 days in captivity in the hands of Communists in
north-eastern Kweichow and north-western Hunan, lias now
been able to tell his story. He says that the organisation of the
Communists is very efficient. They pay in silver for everything
they take from the peasantry. The rich, however, arc called
aristocrats, despoiled, and taken captive. Periodically batches
of them are taken out to be beheaded, hut, at the whim of the
Reds, some out of every batch are set free to carry the news of
the fate of the others to the outside world and to spur the
friends of those still held to greater efforts in raising the
ransoms, Mr. Hayman and his companion, Mr. Bosshardt (by
birth a Swiss), saw much of the Communist rank and lilc. In
each Communist billet a room was set aside as a meeting-
place, and the Communists—all of them young men in their
twenties—would gather daily for instruction in Marxist prin-
ciples, rather like Christian Endeavour meetings. The Com-
munists have no uniforms, but all wear jockey-caps with a
five-pointed star, representing the five continents which they
hope to conquer.
The prisoners were well treated. Whilst Chinese captives
were given two bowls of rice gruel a day, they had the same
food as the Communist soldiers—rice, chiles, and sometimes
meat, three times a day.
The Reds express the greatest hatred for the Knglish (not
the British) as Imperialists of the deepest dye.' Towards the
end of his captivity Mr. Hayman's health broke down, and,
fearing lest he should die, the Communists released him, but
Mr. Bosshardt is still held prisoner.
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